DECEMBER 2006

THE ROCK ¥

THE NEWSLETTER OF ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Produced by the Evanglism Commission

Advent and Christmas at St. Peter’s, Rockland, 2006

SUNDAYS — DECEMBER 3, 10, 17
8:00 am and 10:30 am — Holy Eucharist — Celebrations of Advent
expectation, waiting and hope

WEDNESDAYS — DECEMBER 6, 13, 20
7:00 am — Holy Eucharist — Chapel - Silences and Readings
Chants of the Taize Community (France)
Liturgy of the Iona Community (Scotland)

6:00 pm — Evening Mediation in Advent hope and expectation
Chants of the Taize Community (France)
Music by Billy Smith, Danji Buck-Moore and others

SuNDAY — DECEMBER 24
9:00 am — Lessons and Carols — (without communion)
A Special Anglican Service of Morning Prayer

4:30 pm — Family Christmas Eve Celebration of Holy Eucharist
Readings, Drama and Music presented by
Valerie Wells and children, youth and adult
members and friends of parish families
Candlelighting

11:00 pm - Festive Holy Eucharist
Readings and Special Music
Candlelighting

MONDAY — DECEMBER 25 — CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00 am — Holy Eucharist — The Incarnation of God

Preparing the heart for Christmas

anji Buck-Moore and Billy Smith are planning four evenings of
simple chant. Taize chant originated in the movement for peace

that was born in the ashes of World War II. Brother Roger of
Taize, France wanted music accessible to all. He wanted the music to be
simple and deep. Himself a Protestant of simplicity and a mystic of
depth, he wanted liturgy that would appeal especially to young people,
and also to the “Church Universal.”

“Taize” is a kind of liturgical song and prayer that is now heard and ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
practiced worldwide.Beeswax candles illumine the church. Christ is the 11 White St., Rockland ME 04841
Light. These four evenings could constitute part of your personal prepa- 207.594.8191
ration for Christmas. Fax 207.594.7766

Wednesday evenings November 29, December 6, 13, 20 at 6 o’clock www.stpetersrockland.org

in the evening in the sanctuary of our church. stpeters@stpetersrockland.org




WINDOW OF

THE SPIRIT
views into the
souls of St. Peter’s

“Herb and Charlie”

aturday November 18th was a gorgeous day, welcome after a week
S of rain, and I was thankful that there was a break from teaching my

course, since I had plans to do a lot of yard-work at St. Peter’s.
Still, I wondered whether there was enough time to rake the leaves, give
the lawn one last mowing and then help a member of the congregation
learn the ropes for swabbing the floor. There was no need to worry.

Before driving to St. Peter’s, I put an extra rake in the car, “just in
case” someone who could lend a hand showed up. This is busy season,
a lot of people are taking care of their own yard-work, and days are get-
ting shorter.

At about 9:30 I began to rake, and at roughly 10 AM, Herb rides up
on a bicycle. Herb was waiting for the building to open, and decided to
have a cigarette on the picnic bench, when I asked him if could give me
a hand. After he had finished the cigarette, he hopped up and for about
an hour, he helped out and then said he had had enough. What makes
this unusual is that Herb is one of the guests at Loaves and Fishes, and
it was a bit of a risk for me to ask him to help in this way. He has had a
rough life, lived in a men’s boarding house and seemed happy to help
keep the place clean. Together we filled about 8 bags full of leaves. In
the words of our Bishop, this was a “thin spot;” one of those times when
you are aware that God’s presence is close by.

In the mean time, Charlie strolls up, and sits at the picnic bench. By
then, I too had had enough raking, and took to lugging the bags around
the corner where another friend would pick them up to spread over his
garden. I sat down with Charlie and introduced myself, and engaged him
in conversation. He is another frequent guest of Loaves and Fishes.
What a funny man, with a great sense of humor. And, he laughed at my
wisecracks. Then he offered to help raking the leaves. We raked up and
bagged about 10 more bags of leaves in the front, when I said that going
around the corner to the north side of the building to drop the bags off
was depressing. Just as the wind had cleared much of the front of the
church of leaves, the wind had trapped another bunch on the north side
of the building. During this time, Charlie told me a bit of his story. He
was from upstate New York, near one of the lake regions, and he used to
live in Portland, and had just been evicted from a burned out house on
the outskirts of Rockland because it was being torn down as a hazard. It
was just a roof over his head, no electricity, and no water. He told me
that he would have to go to the police, where he was sure he could find
shelter. He also offered to help me clean up the north side of the build-
ing, which we did. Another 5 bags were filled.

Finally it was 12:30. A faithful team from St. Thomas’s in Camden
was taking their turn preparing a Loaves and Fishes meal. I've come to
know many of the teams since I'm there to wash the floors. Charlie and I
went in to take part in a sumptuous pre-Thanksgiving dinner, with
turkey and all the fixings. We continued our discussion and it made me
think of a Jesuit understanding of “seeing God in all things.” Herb and
Charlie are children of God, and today God was there with us all. Truly
God had been with me and St. Peter’s today. I felt truly blessed to meet
Herb and Charlie and enjoy the fellowship with others at a Loaves and
Fishes feast.

Jim Bowditch
Co-senior Warden
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LE PETIT NOEL
Saturday, December 9th 8 am to
12:00 pm. in the Parish Hall

lease call two (or more) friends and bring them to the church
PChriStmas Fair. People have been busy for months making and gath-

ering items to sell. Isabel and a team of cooks will be serving coffee
and a light breakfast all morning. Wonderful foods will be at the Baked
Goods table and the Polar Department will have more frozen items than
ever before: soups, meat loaf, ham loaf, lasagna, quiches, fancy yeast
breads to name a few. For children there will be pony cart rides and Santa
and toys and games to play. Rhonda Hart is expanding the Greens and
Christmas decorations section and Mary Alice Bird has new fantasy clothes B ¥ X
for children, felted hats and scarves. The ECW has put together a raffle and activities and
there will be a Silent Auction with three super items. Don’t miss this fun notices on our

shopping opportunity and community outreach fundraiser. .
PPing opporiumy v journey together

Family Tree Photos

my Wilton and Spence Hurtt will take photos of our parishioners so
our Family Tree Photo display can be updated. The Family Tree’s

ome has been the Vestry Conference Room for several years and
the Evangelism Commission wants to revive it with new photos as needed
and to install it where it can be seen and used. Amy and Spence will be in

the Parish Hall on two Sundays: December 10th and 17th. We plan to Please bring

make the Family Tree more useful by putting names with the photos. This

way if you are having a memory lapse and can’t think of a person’s name non-perishable food items for
and are too embarrassed to say so because you have known the person for

years—you can just check on the Family Tree. Seriously this will be helpful the Area Interfaith Outreach
to visitors and newcomers and in the future our new rector. The photos will

be stored in the church office on a CD that a new rector can access to get food pantry.

to know us.

Non-designated offerings at

UTO Fall In-Gathering

C indy Lucas reports that the Fall In-Gathering for the United Thank

the Christmas Eve services will

Offering collected $683.72, a record for St. Peter’s! Nationally UTO be placed in discretionary funds

has had a very difficult year with a tsunami in Asia and Hurricane
Katrina. Contributions are down by $100,000 because there were these
ther extraordmary calls for people to give. We are very grateful for the critical need.
gifts you have given.

for assistance of those in

Thanksgiving Day Community Dinner

bout 100 people — most of them guests, some of them hosts, some
Aplaying both roles in turn — took part in the Community

Thanksgiving Meal at St. Peter’s. Experienced cooks Tracy and Tom
Murphy directed three cadres of volunteers from the church and the wider
community who prepared the food, waited table, and cleaned up. The din-
ers apparently liked the meal: they summoned the Murphy’s from the
kitchen for a curtain call. Candles (from Danica) and flowers (from Seasons
Downeast) added touches of elegance. Thanks to all who took part, and to
those individuals who made donations of food and money or roasted the
turkeys at home.

Judy Mullins and Neil McMillan, Coordinators
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Organ Repaired

y now you must have noticed the new “look” (and sound) of the
B organ speakers in front above the altar. The work was completed
May 6th with the addition of a new speaker, and grill cloths

replacing the older ones. The effect is very warm and light and will
accent the back wall and stain glass window.

There was a lot of work done to bring the sound of the organ into a
balance that will seek to lead the hymn singing, and to compliment
whatever service being said.

The person who did all the behind the scenes putting together of the
speakers, voicing the pitches, and a myriad of other details unseen by

WAYPOINTS most of us was Nick Orso, of Nick Orso Organ service from Portland,

Me. Nick has serviced the instrument since 1998 and has always been a
ac tivities and thorough professional, understanding and patient in his work. He has a
. vast technical knowledge of organs, not just electronic, but pipe organs
notices on our whether Tracker or Electro-Pneumatic. This is something rare to have
: someone around who has an understanding of the needs of these instru-
] ourn ey tog ether ments and can work with the demands of so many different types of
organs. He is also an organist himself!

While the organ today is somewhat relegated to secondary status,
and in many places being replaced by other instruments, it has stood for
many centuries as a reminder of the depth and dignity of the worship
service. The organ can lead; it can follow, show many colors, excite or
calm many emotions, and add a sense of mystery to our beliefs and wor-

AIO Challenge S

Many organists today feel a sense of frustration because we look to

ary Hunter and Deacon Isabel find young musicians who feel a great sense of happiness by playing. In
M Polk have issued a challenge a article I read recently many church organists who have been playing
to St. Peter’s parishioners: are “graying” to put it mildly, and worry that there are too few out there
Collect 100 pounds of food supplies for ready and willing to work to fill the “need”,
the Area Interfaith Outreach Food The playing of the organ takes a lot of hard work and dedication, but
Pantry each week! the joy of having at ones fingertips (and feet) the ability to uplift, move,

inspire, console, through the beauty of music cannot be described.

If any of you know somebody who might be interested in learning
more about playing encourage them, and speak to me, I would be more
than happy to help them on their journey.

Many thanks to Doug Curtis Sr. for his help in providing the staging
so Nick could safely crawl around up in the rafters.

Finally, Thank you for your supportive listening, and I am inspired
to play all the better!!

Sincerely, Bob Earle Organist

Editor: Apologies are in order for the very late publication of this
interesting article that Bob prepared last May!

Down East Singers Concert
December Feast Music

Featuring the Rutter Gloria with the Festival Brass Ensemble
and CHRHS Women’s and Chamber Groups

Friday, December 8, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.
Strand Theatre, Rockland

Saturday, December 9, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.
Rockport Opera House, Rockport

Admission $15 at the door; under 18 admitted free
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MESSIAH “Sing-a-long” at
St. Peter’s on Monday December 11

n Monday December 11, at 7 pm St. Peter’s Church will be host
Oto a “Sing-a-long” of the Christmas portion of G.F. Handel’s epic

oratorio “Messiah”. The conductor will be Marion Gray well
known to many in the seacoast area as founder of “Down East Singers.”
Marion is one of the first musical friends I met when moving here in
1990 and she has been a wonderful friend and supporter to me and
many other people in the area. Her warmth and charm brightens every-
thing she knows and her energy is formidable even in her 80’s.

Also of note is the debut of a young professional bass-baritone Dan
Cyr who is student at the University of Southern Maine, where he stud-
ies voice with Malcolm Smith.

Dan won the Lillian Nordica award this past summer. This is a prize
awarded by the National Association of Teachers of Singing to a singer,
in a competition, who shows great promise for a future professional
career. In August, Dan gave a recital at the Lillian Nordica Memorial
Hall in Farmington. Dan is a native of Bucksport, and this will be his
first performance of singing the bass-baritone arias from the Messiah.

The other soloists some who are well known in the area include
Margaret Stanley-Small, Soprano, Rev. Juni Shepardson, Alto and Alan
Shumway, Tenor. I will be accompanying on the organ.

There will be a “brush-up” rehearsal at 6 pm and then the “Sing-a-
long” at 7 p.m.

This event is a wonderful opportunity for the people of St. Peter’s to
show our appreciation and dedication to the community, to welcome
people who love to sing and to be a part of this offering in telling the
story of Christ’s birth through music. This has been an annual event for
many years in this area. The “Messiah” is not performed (to my knowl-
edge) anywhere in the seacoast area, so this is a chance for us to extend
ourselves in helping the many people who will visit us. St. Peter’s has
hosted these “Sing-a-longs for the past several years.

Last year we needed ushers. Several people left before we began
because there was no one to help them find seats, show where the bath-
rooms are located and where they could get water. We need 3 people to
volunteer as ushers to welcome, show our guests around and make
them feel welcome. This would be a big plus for St. Peter’s. Last year an
article was written about Marion Gray in the December issue of “Down
East Magazine”. She invited readers to come to St. Peter’s for the Sing-a-
long—a bit of free advertising. Many people came from around the state,
and hopefully this year, even more will return. Please call me if you can
usher.

My memories of the “Messiah” go back to when I was 12 years old
and heard for the time the full oratorio sung at Symphony Hall in
Boston. The experience convinced me that I had to become a musician.

I look forward to seeing you on the 11th.

Bob Earle

Parish Directory

The revised Parish Directory will be available during Advent. This
edition was done quickly and may not have everyone’s correc-
tions, but we needed to get something published. Please notify the
church office if you have any changes or additions.

WAYPOINTS
activities and notices
on our journey
together

WATCH FOR THE LIGHT;
Readings for Advent and Christmas is
a volume of diverse selections by writers
and poets, designed for daily reflection
throughout Advent and Christmas,
ending with Epiphany. The authors
include Meister Eckhart, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Thomas Merton, Annie
Dillard, Kathleen Norris, Dorothy Day
and many others. These handsome
volumes are available in the narthex

for $8.00. The supply is limited.

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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Vestry Meeting Minutes

from the Vestry Clerk, Linda Mann
November 9, 2006

Members Present: Ralph+. Elizabeth Biddle, Jim Bowditch, Bruce
Davis, Spence Hurtt, Tom McBride, the Rev. Deacon Isabel Polk, Joanne
Smith, Harold Van Lonkhuyzen

Members Absent: John Bird, Kay Brown, Jim Curtis, Ferolyn Curtis,
Mac Deford, Joanne Murphy, Pat Snow,

Guests Present: Marty Rogers, Midge Welch

Ralph led a discussion of an article in Vestry Papers, titled “Keep the

WAYP OIN TS Vision Simple” with a passage from Habakkuk.

s ege Minutes of the October meeting were approved.
activities and Jim Bowditch introduced Marty Rogers and Midge Welch as mem-

notices on our bers of the nominating committee, along with Jim Curtis. Participants
. talked about the terms of vestry members and the responsibility of the
journey toge ther vestry during the interim period without a parish priest. Ralph will ascer-
tain the number of persons needed for the new vestry.
In the absence of the Treasurer and the Assistant Treasurer, the
report was received by the vestry.

Activity and other reports:

Thanksgiving Dinner — Marty Rogers reported that Judy Mullins and
Neal MacMillan will coordinate the meal.

Building and Grounds - Jim Bowditch will schedule cleaning through
March. Ralph suggested returning to the tradition of having the Junior
Warden be responsible for B&G.

Pastoral Support — Ralph discussed the need for protocols for parish-
ioners to follow when seeking pastoral support. Several church members
are interested in being involved.

Deacon’s Report — Isabel asked to be part of a group of deacons
going to help out Hurricane Katrina victims in the spring; the vestry sup-
ported her.

Rector’s Report — Ralph provided a copy of an e-mail received from
the Youthlinks director regarding their cooking program and praising the
kitchen facilities provided by St. Peter’s. There was also a discussion of
the need for an exit interview form for Ralph to complete.

The next meeting of the vestry is Thursday, December 14, at 7 p.m.

Stewardship Reminder

Thanks to all who have made their pledge for 2007. We are off to a
good start. As of mid-November, we have received 46 pledges totaling
$77,655 toward the 2007 pledge goal of $130,00. If you have not yet
made a pledge for the coming year, please consider what you can do for
God’s work at St. Peter’s. If you are mailing your pledge card, please
send it to St. Peter’s at 11 White Street, Rockland, ME 04841. Return
envelopes with the old P. O. Box number were sent out by mistake.
Pledge cards are also available in the narthex.
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Sloane’s Diary of an Early American Boy. In an old house in

New England the author finds intact and legible the diary of fif-
teen-year-old Noah Blake and presents Noah’s text alongside Sloane’s
commentary on the way of life of Noah and his family. It strikes me
afresh each time I pick it up that Noah'’s first entry is dated March 25,
1805: New Year’s Day for his and other farming families. Even though
Great Britain adopted the Gregorian calendar in 1752 and thereby
made January 1 the beginning of the new year, well into the 19th cen-
tury many colonial farmers continued to keep the old European obser-
vance of March 25 as the first day of Spring and therefore the new
year.

Often do I wish this were still so. The way the patterns of our
social, educational and commercial cultures tilt steeply from October
onward (and this seems to take hold a little earlier each year), much of
what I believe that we most need emotionally and spiritually gets lost Prom the Rector
in the rush. The shortening of the sun’s light and the coming of the cold
coincide well with the moods of our worship life. The seasons’ readings
and songs help us discover divine presence in the slowing down and
waiting that naturally happen. When a woman announces that she is
“expecting” a baby’s birth, special attention and care immediately are
given to her in her waiting. Those close to her all move into the rhythm
of waiting and expecting. We know that this has purpose to it. We feel deeply our rekindled hope—
hope for a safe and healthy birth and a wondrous new creature’s appearance. And when this blessed
event does occur it is as though new light breaks and the light of each day lengthens. These would
be wonderful moments—if we had them to spare—to move thankfully through Advent, Christmas
and Epiphany. Then, as warmth returns and earth yearns for new seeds to be planted, it is time for
activity committed to the replenishment of life all around us. And we would then experience a natur-
al time to celebrate the “new year.” The spiritual journeys of Lent and Easter might also make more
sense this way, because they would accompany the mysterious inner life of the germination, growth,
death and rising of seed transformed into tender new plant.

But, to repeat, our calendar and the many busy attachments to it, draw us into a rushing this
way and that, which I describe as a steep tilt. I haven't figured out just which way it tilts, maybe it’s
both up and down. Sometimes it feels like a slide downward, so that once you're on it there’s no
scrambling back. The days and weeks seem to pound along more rapidly because there seems to be
so much more to do. Sometimes it feels like a ladder, so that once you’ve begun to climb it each
rung seems to require more effort as fatigue sets in. It’s not all getting done and a long nap would
feel very good right now. And how we fit in, squeeze in, force in, any time for worship, reflection,
contemplation, or even for going to one extra church function, during all of this is a challenge that
we often make begrudgingly. And there is more emergency need in the larger community. And we
have to finish work on a 2007 parish budget. And, and, and....

I yearn for us all more freedom to detach a bit more from the culture that seems to demand so
much of our allegiance during these days. It really has no power to do so. The choice is ours
whether we succumb to its seductions. There are many non-material and non-faddish ways to
express love and gratitude to families and friends. There are many alternatives through we can share
our abundance with people who need it. There are many moments available to us for quietness,
away from electronic noise and shopping hassle. The choice is ours. I yearn for us all more strength
and freedom to risk making other choices. For I believe firmly that God finds us away from the
world’s glitter as much as through its blessings. I know that calm inner prayers like, “come, Spirit of
Truth,” or “be born in me anew,” or “here I am for you, God,” or all the other short but deeply gen-
uine yearnings of our spirits—do open us up to God’s presence and power. And through such come
our truest joys and the most blessed gifts that we can give to those we love.

One of my favorite books, one that I re-read every year, is Eric

My prayers for us all are constant and full of hope....

In Christ, '(M [)'Ll
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church seeks to serve God’s mission of restoring all people to
unity with him. We open wide our doors and say, in the name of Jesus Christ,

€«
Welcome.”
Worship Vestry members
Sunday 8:00 and 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Elizabeth Biddle, Katherine Brown, Ferolyn Curtis,
Wednesday 7:00 am Taizé Holy Eucharist Jim Curtis, Bruce Davis, Spencer Hurtt, Thomas O’Brien,
Joanne Smith, Pat Snow, Harold van Lonkhuyzen
Office hours THE ROCK
Tuesday-Thursday 8 Am to 4 PM Published seasonally by
St. Peter’s Evangelism Commission
The Rev. Dr. Ralph Moore, Jr., Rector Thom Buescher (354.0608),
(home 596-0421, rector@stpetersrockland.org) Deborah Oliver (236.8503),
The Rev. Isabel Polk, Deacon Marty Rogers (236.8922),
(home 596-0003; deacon@stpetersrockland.org) and Jim Bowditch (pro tempore, 236.2272)
Deborah Watson, Administrative Secretary Page Design: Chris McLarty
Robert Earle, Organist Please e-mail submissions to Marty @ mlr@midcoast.com
Malcolm Brooks, Composer and Choir Director .
Valerie Wells, Coordinator of Children’s Ministries You are w.elc‘ome to C(?ntr{bute to our next newsletter.
The Rt. Rev. Chilton R. Knudsen, Bishop of Maine Submission deadline is noon November 19th.
Officers

Senior Wardens
John Bird 596-6276
Jim Bowditch 236-2272
JoAnne Murphy, Junior Warden, 594-4023
Mac Deford, Treasurer
Jake Thomas, Assistant Treasurer
Linda Mann, Clerk Mailed November 2, 2006
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